
        
 

January General Membership Meeting 
Buca di Beppo 

January 10, 2012 
6:30 pm Social & 7:00 pm Meeting 

 
In  attendance:  Lakisha  Rich,  Dafney  Rodriguez,  Mary  Kempton  Moore,  Sandy  Doellefeld,  Liz  Tuttle, 
Michele Gruber,  Brianna  (Wattie) Olsen,  Barbara Beauchamp, Sharon Lastique, Carly Connors, Carolyn 
Daggett, Colleen Corcoran, Taryn Davila‐Webster, Andrea Cass, Caetlin Cronmiller, Karen Clark, Kimberly 
Smith,  Kirsten  Kropp,  Kelcie  Racino,  Mandy  Nordstrom,  Tara  Cristalli,  Natalia  Kokalj,  Michele Melton, 
Hope O'Brien, Amanda Glaser, Robin Matthias, Benita Lewis, Caitlin Cooper, and Candace Zlotnick 

 
I.  Call the meeting to Order ‐ Carolyn Daggett called the meeting to order at 

7:04pm. 
 

II.  Additions or Changes to the Agenda‐ There are no additions or changes to the 
agenda. 
 

I.  * Motion to approve the October GMM Minutes‐ Motion made by Natalia 
Kokalj, seconded by Michele Melton. All approve, motion approved. 
 

II.  Guest Speaker‐ The League was very pleased to welcome Mark Brown, Sr. 
Investigator, from the NYS Police Computer Crime Unit North.  His presentation 
focused on Internet Awareness.  His presentation was extremely informative 
and below are a few points from his discussion: 

  ‐When using the Internet to shop, a web address beginning with 'https' means 
that it is a secure site. 

  ‐His unit primarily covers Internet fraud, identify theft, Internet predators, and 
child pornography. 

  ‐Mark discussed 'geo‐tagging' which allows others to see exactly where and 
when photographs posted on the Internet were taken.  He also discussed how 
to turn off this feature.   

  ‐Mark discussed 'peer‐to‐peer' software. 
  ‐Shredding important documents can help protect against identify theft.  He 

also suggested Adware and AVG (free) for your computer.  In addition, he 
suggested that you only shop on trusted Internet websites. 

  ‐A few final tips from Mark: search your children's computers; enforce 
electronic curfews; friend request your children on Facebook; and review your 
credit history often. 

  ‐Mark Brown can be contacted at 518‐456‐4282 or via e‐mail at 
Mark.Brown@troopers.ny.gov 
 



I. President Report: Carolyn Daggett‐ Carolyn stated that this is the beginning of 
the League's 95th year.  She suggested a New Year's resolution to be more 
active within the League, attend more DIAD's, as well as more general 
membership meetings.  Carolyn indicated that the America Girl Fashion Show is 
a lot of fun and is looking forward to a successful event this year. 
 

II. President Elect Report: Sandy Doellefeld 
a.  Redbooks‐ If you haven't picked up your Redbook, you may do so tonight. 

 
III.  President Elect‐Elect‐ Lisa Cronlund 

a.  Placement‐ If your advisor has not contacted you yet, please let Lisa know. 
 

IV. Treasurer Report: Mary Kempton Moore‐ You may pay dues at tonight's 
meeting, at Sectionals, or when letters go out.  Dues are $100.  The money that 
members donated for the Diaper Drive was used to purchase many diapers that 
will be brought to the Regional Food Bank.  You may still donate money for this 
purpose if you'd like.  
 

V. Secretary Report: Brianna (Wattie) Olsen‐ Nothing to report. 
 

VI. Community Council Report: Kirsten Kropp 
a.  Dolly’s update‐ Read Across America Day‐ Friday March 2nd is Read Across 

America Day and the League will be hosting an event at Colonie Center.  The 
event will encourage literacy.  The Lorax will be opening that day at the 
movie theater and it is also Dr. Seuss' birthday.  The event will feature 
readings of the Lorax (possibly by celebrity readers), special Lorax themed 
cupcakes from Betty's Cakes, and a craft sponsored by Olsen's Ace 
Hardware.  In addition, information about the League and American Girl 
promotional materials will be available.  Children under the age of 5, 
regardless of address, will be signed up for DIL.  This will be a DIAD 
opportunity.  There will be 2 shifts (4pm‐6pm and 6pm‐8pm)and 
approximately 10 people are needed for each shift. 
 

b. DIAD dates/ events 
‐Huggies Every Little Bottom‐ Thank you to Benita Lewis for 
coordinating the Diaper Drive.  The diapers are being donated to the 
Regional Food Bank. 
‐Capital City Rescue Mission‐ A DIAD will be held on February 3rd at the 
Albany Capital City Rescue Mission.  There will be limit of 10 members.   
‐Cinderella Project‐This continues to be a DIAM opportunity.  Members 
can donate dresses, accessories, Woolite, etc. or a cash donation. 
‐Ronald Mc Donald House Feb 26th‐ This DIAD will feature cooking a 
meal for families at the Ronald McDonald House.  The meal must be 
prepared on site.  The event begins at 4pm and dinner will be served at 
5pm. 
‐Stratton AFB‐ The committee is in the process of signing up children at 
Stratton AFB in Scotia who are children of military families. 



‐Volunteers for Literacy‐ This future event may provide some volunteer 
opportunities and DIL sign‐ups.  The organization works through the 
Albany library with non‐literate individuals and immigrants. 

 
VII. Nominating & Placement Council Report: Michele Melton 

a.  Membership Requirements‐ Slating for next year is underway.  Still needed 
some for Fund Development, Finance VP, and P.E.E.  Closerware is not 
updated and the membership secretaries have a phone conference set up 
with Closerware to resolve the issue.  If you have concerns, please contact 
Robyn Eisen or Lea Stevens.  Status updates will be done in February.  If you 
see an error, please contact your advisor, Michele Melton, Robyn Eisen, or 
Lea Stevens.  A membership survey will be sent out via e‐mail.  Michele 
requested assistance from someone who is experienced with Survey 
Monkey.  The purpose of the survey is to gage the amount of interest and 
time member's have for the League.  She has asked that everyone respond 
to the survey and be honest.  If you cannot attend an American Girl shift, 
please notify the Board as soon as possible.  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the Cinderella Project Drive.  The Boutique date is TBD.  You 
can still donate dresses, new makeup, perfume samples, jewelry and 
accessories, and Woolite.  Please bring the items to Sectionals or contact 
Michele Melton.   

 
VIII. Membership Services Council Report 

a. Provisional Introduction: Natalia Kokalj‐ Welcome Tara Cristalli, Mandy 
Nordstrom, and Kelcie Racino. 
 

b. Bowling Event‐ Hope O'Brien‐ The bowling event will take place at Spare 
Time Bowling in Clifton Park on February 5th from 1:30‐3:30.  The cost is $8 
per person.  There are 40 spots available.  The cost includes shoe rental, 2 
hours of bowling, 2 slices of pizza, cake, and soda/water/lemonade.  There 
is a cash bar available.  Family and friends are welcome.   
 

c. Sectionals‐ Hope O'Brien‐ The League is still looking for hostesses for 
Sectionals.  A potluck dinner will be served.  Please let Hope know tonight if 
you are interested. 

 
IX. Communications Council Report: Barbara Beauchamp 

a.  Capital Connections‐ If you are interested, Barbara is still looking for "It's 
My League" articles.  This should be about 250 words.  Please include 
information such as how you entered the League and what the League 
means to you.  The deadline is the 21st of the month.  Daffney Rodriguez 
has been doing a great job with the Facebook page.  Robyn Matthias has 
been doing a nice job updating the website.  Karen Clark is in the process of 
learning how to manage the website.  Great job ladies.  If you find any 
errors on the website, please copy the link to the page and e‐mail it to 
Barbara. 

 
 



X. Fund Development Report: Caitlin Cooper 
a. Holiday Party recap‐The wine wall appeared to be a hit at the holiday party.  

Everyone had a very fun time.  Thank you to Marna Redding for organizing 
the event.  
 

b. American Girl‐ Carly Connors and Ginny Rosborough‐ Advertisement space 
is currently being sold for programs.  If you are interested, please contact 
Carly Connors and Michele Melton as this may count toward a financial 
requirement.  Fitting dates for models are not yet confirmed.  At this time, 
there is still room for size 10 models.  Email Carolyn asap if you know 
someone who is interested in modeling.  The walk the runway experience is 
available this year.  During intermission, the girls can walk the runway, as 
well as have their photograph taken have their bio read.  There is a Birthday 
package offered for $500 and a Girlscout package offered for $375.  You 
may copy the Facebook link to your Facebook page to assist in promoting 
the event.  Everyone must work an American Girl shift.  Sustainers will be 
helping as well.  Posters and invites are available for member's to take.  A 
big thank you to Caitlin Cooper and Camelot Printing for such wonderful 
product.  Invitations were mailed out this week.  Please post the posters.  
There will be 4 shows and 3 shifts.  If you work all 3 shifts, you will be 
entered in a raffle to receive 50% off your dues.  The committee needs 80 
raffle baskets for the shows.  These can be geared toward girls, moms, etc.    

 
XI. Old Business‐ Nothing to report. 

 
XII. New Business  

a. Member of the Month‐ The Member of the Month was selected based on a 
drawing for those who donated diapers.  Congratulations to Benita Lewis. 

 
XII.  *Adjournment‐ The meeting adjourned at 8:47pm.  Motion to adjourn 

meeting by Michele Melton, seconded by Colleen Corcoran.  All approve, 
motion approved. 
 

*Voting Issue 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brianna (Wattie) Olsen, Recording Secretary 
 


